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The Effect of Objective Social Status and Subjective
Social Status on Social Trust

TAN Xu-yun

( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract: This paper adopted seven regional urban residents” trust survey data Shanghai Guangzhou
Zhengzhou Beijing Chongqing Xi‘an and Wuhan to explore the relationship between individual socioeco—
nomic status subjective social status and social trust on the individual level. It was found that the socioeco—
nomic status was not correlated with social trust level but there was significant positive correlation with subjec—
tive social status. There was a significant positive correlation between subjective social status and social trust
level. Two indexes monthly family income and educational level showed significant positive correlation with
socioeconomic status. In addition there were no significant differences both on subjective social status and so—
cial trust level in male and female but existed significant differences in socioeconomic status presenting that
male was significantly higher than female. Besides age had significant positive association with the socioeco—
nomic status and subjective social status but was not related to social trust. This shows that compared with the
socioeconomic status the relationship between subjective social status and social trust is more sensitive.

Key words: Objective socioeconomic status; Subjective social status; Social trust
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