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This paper deals with Jiazu in the countryside
since the foundation of the PRC. First, it defines

blood relationship. The identity with and respon-
sibility for Jiazu change with social and political
transformations, but its very existence remains
untouched. Second, since the Reform and Open-
ing, Jiazu has been strengthened in some aspects
and weakened in others.
major new factor. Finally, the paper tries to prove
that the existence of Jiazu is not detrimental to

China’ s modernization of its rural areas.

Jiazu as a unity which is formed on the basis of

Rational choice is the
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